= The Livonia Link -

...joined together in Christ..Ephesi

Vol. XLI, No. 51 Church of Christ in Livonia December 24, 2006
Christmas Greetings
Our Mission and a Happy New Year
Isto from the staff

about Jesus
locally
and
abroad
and

to

one
another

for

to
God’s
glory

Q)

2

15431 Merriman Road Livonia, Ml 48154




The Livonia Link

Dear Children,

It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are takimgnidyout of the season. Maybe
you've forgotten that | wasn't actually born during this time of the yeattsatdt was some of your predecessorg
who decided to celebrate My birthday on what was actually a time of pagaalfesithough | do appreciate beirlg
remembered anytime.

How | personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easilytonddrg those of you who have
been blessed with children of your own. | don’t care what you call the day. If yduoeelebrate My birth just,
GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER. Now, having said that let Me go on.

If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn’t allow a scene depicting Mythien just get rid of a
couple of Santas and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on your own front lawhly fadlowers did
that there wouldn't be any need for such a scene on the town square becawseutielbe many of them all aroufng
town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree aphatek, instead of a Christmas tree. It was |
who made all trees. You can and may remember Me anytime you see any treatelegoape vine if you wish—l
actually spoke of that one in a teaching explaining who | am in relation to youhaeéach of our tasks are. If ypu
have forgotten that one, look up John 15:1-8.

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My birth here is myiatistChoose something from it...
1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthdayimglmelebrated, write letters of love and

hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely thistiyear. | know, they tell Me al
the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don’t have to know them personally. They just needHatsmme-
one cares about them.

3. Instead of writing George complaining about the wording on the cards his staftiséns year, why don’t yoii
write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his family this yeanrenrfollow up. It will be nice hear-
ing from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't afford and they doad,repend time with them. Tell
them the story of My birth, and why | came to live with you down here. Hold them in yosraad remind
them that | love them.

5. Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own lifessfaison because they feel so
alone and hopeless? Since you don’t know who that person is, try giving eveoyomegt a warm smile. It
could make all the difference. You might also consider supporting the locadeBrevention Hot-Line; they
talk with people like that every day.

7. Instead of nit-picking about what the retailer in your town calls the lyolidapatient with the people who wagrk
there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren’t allowadityau a “Merry Christmas”
that doesn’t keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday. If thdrstarekle so
much money on that day they’d close and let their employees spend the dag atitiotheir families.

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary, esgamiallwho takes My love and Good Ngw
to those who have never heard My name. You may already know someone like that.

9. Here’s a good one. There are individuals and whole families in your town who yetilbhave no Christmag
tree, but also neither will they have any presents to give or recéiyeu don’t know them (and | suspect you
don’t) buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the Marines, the SalvatigroAsome other charity,
which believes in Me, and they will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty taHde behave like a Christian.
Don’t do things in secret that you wouldn’t do in My presence. Let people know bggbans that you are
one of mine.

| LOVE YOU, JESUS

P.S. Don't forget; | am God and can take care of Myself. Just love Me and dbhakattold you to do. I'll take
care of all the rest. Check out the list above and get to work; tishets I'll help you, but the ball is now in youf

court. And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember
(submitted by Tom Williamson
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Continue to remember: Terry & Jessica Allen (expecting in April), Davelén (friend of K. Pietroski), Mary Anderson, Suman

Dorlis Blankenship, Bruce Foulk, Paul Fralick, Patt

y Kaczmarek, Dwayne Roszkowski, Lisa Steinkopf, Car ol William-

son, Juanita Bennett (Mike's mother), Steve Schmits (friend of Amber Wiard)
job situations:  Carolyn Miller and Tracy Cullen (daughter of Terry Yarbrough)
our missionaries:  The Marcums, Raines, Lawsons and Grants

our expectant parents: Terry & Jessica Allen

our troops

Ayanian (friend of K. Pietroski), Karen Carter Bam, Susie Bennett, Lisa Billingsley, Jennifer BuartBarb Caputo (know to the Ste
kopfs), Lisa Carr (known to Karen, Paul & Jill), Maa Corder (mother of Barbara Conway), Tyler Eid(eephew of Lisa Steinkopf,

Irag), Nancy Francois, Brandon Gladden (nephewanii@tte, in the military), Mona Griffin, Ruth GutBavid Kirkpatrick & family, Eliza
beth Kohn, Annurada Kohls (Scott Kohls’ cousinsfe)j Mike Lacorzza (father of Mardi Brown), Chukkftis, Bob Mager, June Mitche
Justin Morency (Terri’'s son, on duty), Judge Mo(Ntelody Stephens’ uncle), Eric Norville, Sean Q& (friend of Leslie Smith), Adam

Mandy Pietroski (expecting in December), Anna P (Don’s mother), Edith Ramey, Bryan Rampey Iddg Stephens’ brother), Mi
dred Rucker (sister of Ruth Green and aunt of Bicks), Mary (sister of Elsie Tennison), Linda Tesam, Frances Toben

Calendar Planning Meeting,

Jan. 8,
for

and together.

calendar.

7 pm, here. This is a chance
all ministry leaders to schedule
events for the coming year at one time
Please mark this evening on your

Monday,

We'll have a special guest speaker next Sunday,
Dec. 31— Rusty Campbell, the Stephen’s son-in-

law. If you're in town be sure and be here for that

day. What better way to close out the year than
with the Lord and His people!

Bible Bowl Sign-up...

Any student in Grades 4-12 is encour- 'I' —_—
aged to sign up on the teen or pre-teen
board. The first tournament is Jan. 28.

The Billingsley’s have a new phone number: Call
the office. Please make a note in your directory.

The Names of Jesus: Son of Man

(Luke 9:18-26)

A. Many people were
“Son of Man”.

. What Does It Mean To Be Human?

by the term

B. “Son of Man” concerns Jesus’

1. Jesus had a
2. Jesus experienced

in his body.

3. Being human is also about
4. Jesus was also touched by

II. Son of Man, Son of God
A. “Son of Man” also points to the

B. God combines

and

into the person of Jesus.
C, We in the

of Jesus.

See the flyers on the Family

Board for more information re- ) )
garding all of these events: \{&g’
*  New Year's Eve Retreat vy

»

*  Family Winter Camp Weekend,
Jan. 19-21, 2007.

*  The dates for next summer’s camps are
posted on the Family Board, along with a dis-
count plan if you pay early.

Jeanine Miscavage lost a white casserole dish after
the funeral dinner for Julie Alagine. If you took her
dish home by mistake, please return it. Thank you.

The office will be on very limited hours this next week
due to the holidays. If you have an emergency,
please contact a minister, elder or secretary at home.

Drew Fralick will be offering Spanish tutoring in Janu-
ary and February before heading to China to teach
English there. If you are interested contact Drew at
<call office for number>.

On the Mark!

No devo tonight.Have a terrific Christmas!

NYEEE Party is Friday night, 12/29, 7-11 p.m.
We'll stack the chairs in the MPR Wednesday nig
to make room for the Bungee Run and the Gladia
Joust. Remember, guests need to have an LYG p
mission form filled out and turned in.

Parents,we could use two additional helpers that
night to ensure safety on the games.

No devo 12/31.
Blessings, Mark

ht
tor
er-




Order of Worship - December 24, 2006 Meeting Times:

Sunday:
Bible Classes 10 am
Assembly 11:00 am
Building Home Group 6 pm
Tuesday
1 n Women's Bible Study 9:30 am
’ Wednesday:
| # $ Bible Study 7:00 pm
Last Thursday of each month:
%& " # ' ( Retirees (Son-shiners)  11:30 am
)** # # Pulpit Minister
Larry Stephens email:
+ & Istephens@livoniachurch.net
http://livonia-church-pulpit.blogspot.com/.
y #-. # Youth Minister
" Mark Phelps email:
/ O 1 mwphelps@gmail.com
0, " ! Elders:
/0& & # ) 2()) Hayward V. Burton Bob Carris Jeff Herron
O Wallice Mays Thomas J. Williamson  Gandd'right
34 , + 56 6 Deacons:
Bill Avery Community Outreach/Servic]
1" Paul Bensen Congregational Activities
" " , Mark Brown Education—adults
%& 7 )2(3 David Burton Special Interest Groups
. Michael French Education—children
Hit $ # 8H#HH % Bruce Foulk Building
Chris King Special Interest Groups
334 ## $ Earl Mittlestat Transportation
" Dan Moylan Assembly & Grounds
## # # # # 1 Norm Smith Men'’s Ministry
" " Michael Wallace Assembly
8 #'# & #t SH # &( Bert Zadoorian Communion in Homes
o# 9 1 #01 :#5 # Missionary Support
n n Steve Raine Joshua Marcum
10 & #'# S#1 9 Tauranga, N. Z. Cochabamba, Boliva
0% 3/ . 1 6 David Grant, Escanaba, MI; U.P. T.V. work
! Russ Lawson, World Christian Literature Outreach
* "
42 #t #H & Building:
0 (734) 427-8743 (office)
A) 6 ) # (734) 427-8746 (bypass & fax)
n & # Email: Icoc@livoniachurch.net
World Wide Web Site http://www.livoniachurch.net
# .0 Counseling Service:

Agape Counseling Center

40400 Ann Arbor Rd, #104

Home Groups meet: Plymouth, MI 48170—phone 734-454-1136

Sundays, 12 noon, leader: Jeff Herron, meetinigeathurch building fees based on ability to pay—
Sundays, 6 pm, leaders: Hayward Burton, Michaeh&h, meeting at the church building David Thomas, M.A, licensed professional coun-
Sundays, 6 pm, leaders: Rick Sims, Larry Stephemseting at the Sims home in Northville selor—a ministry of the Plymouth Church of Christ

Sundays, 5:30 pm, leaders: Paul Bensen, Gordoghiyrimeeting at the Wright home in Plymouth~-%, December Elder Chairman:
Sundays, 6 pm, leaders: Mike Bennett, Tom Wilsam meeting at the Williamson home in Canton is < 3 -
Sundays, 5:30 pm, leaders: Bob Carris, Chris Kiagj,Bob to find out where they are meeting eacimtim. Bob Carris <call office for number>.

Meals for the Sick Coordinator
(Dec.-Feb.) Jill Sims <call office for num-

ber>.

Services Today:
Prayer. D. Wiard
Table: R. Davis

Song Leader R. Sims

Nursery Assignment:
Today: Chris & Laura King
Next Week: M. & D. Stephens

Attendance, December 17:
Bible School:  N.A.

11 AM: 193

6 PM: 74

Contribution:

December 17 $ 6,691
YTD Contribution $312,497

YTD Budget $336,610

144



